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NEEDLESS VANDALISM

When we read in the newspaper about the increase in
vandalism, and about the
motiveless vioclence of hooligans at footbell matches,
most of us are able to sit back and say how thankful
we are that that sort of thing doesn't happen where
It's only when something
happens to you personally, or when you see the effects

about arson in schools,

we live, or where we work.

of erime at first hand that the real nausea begins to f
creep in. Our anger is then mixed with a feeling
of bewilderment; we ask ourselves why au earth anyone
would want to do such a thing. On Friday 5 May, vandals
struck in the Club car park where a small rumber of
members' cars were parked because there was a training
course in progress. From some, odd bits and pieces
were taken; from another, engine parts were removed i
and thrown into the wood; but one car received the

"heavy" treatment. A window was smashed, the aerial was

broken, the tyres were deflated, and every panel on
the bodywork was deeply scored by dozens of scratches.
In a world where crime is increasing we cannot remain
immune; we have been lucky until now. The article on
page 3 was contributed before this incident took place
but it reminds us, opportunely, that we must exercise
vigilance and care. The woods provide an easy means
of escape; t-ere may be advantage in parking on the
other side of the car park where the risk of being seen
or caught is greater and might deter the prospective

thief.,




CLUB NEWS

February and March are rather hectic
months for your Secretary when in
addition to the nommal business of the
club there is the annual general meeting
to errange, duty lists and the amend-
ments to the handbook to prevare, the
addressograph cards to get up to date
as the last of the renewals of menber-
ship come in, = and this year, in
addition, the first edition of the

new newsletter to be edited. Not
surprisingly, perheaps, some things get
missed anc there was no mention in
your last package of goodies of the
maps of the river which have been
prepared for the club by Richard Jordan
in cooperation with Chris Stevens. The
maps are on a plastic material so that
you can write on them with a wax pencil,
but so that they last longer you can
purchase transparent plastic covers for
them on the barge at a price of 10p.

If you race, the fact that you are afloat
is recorded on the race sheet, For some
time your Committee has been concerned
that no such record is kept vhen people
launch for non competitive sailing. e
have been lucky so far in that no dinghy
from this club has "failed to return"
without someone being aware and organising
such help as was needed. To monitor

the safety aspect and also to give us an
idea of how much cruising is being done,
we have installed smother notice board on
the inland side of the race box. Please
enter brief details of your launch on the
board. These should include the date and
time of launching, the boat class and sail
number and the dinghv park space.
item is to permit an easy check on whether
you are back. A pencil will be provided.
Please use the board for every launch,
whatever day of the week.

It is high time that we pensioned off the
more spindly of our salcon tables. Does
anyone have or have access to a sturdy
medium sized kitchen table in reasonable
condition and surplus to requirements?
Of'fers to the Secretary please; transport
can be arranged,

The last
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During the summer we plan to renew

the railings and facia board around the
balcony of the race box. The new
timber has already been purchased and

is safely stored. It will be

Saturday work unless anyone can devote
weekday hours. The favoured time from
the weather point of view will be late
June or early July. Are you a |
reasonably competent D.I.Y. man (or girl)
who can s are some time to join the teanm?
We woild 1like to schedule the work in
the next week or two. Volunteers,
please contact Sam Brookes.

The extended range of activities this
year has made it difficult to cover

all the duties on the duty list without
asking anyone to undertake a second
stint. We are at present short of Chie?
Duty Cfficers on the following weekends:
30/31 July, 27/28/29 fugust (this can

be split), 24/25 September, 8/9 October,
15/16 Cetober, 22/23% October, 29/30
Cctober. Ve are short of assistant rece
officers on 5 June, 6 June, 31 July, and
20 August; somsone in the kitchen on

5 June, and rescue boat crews (or cox'ns)
on 14 Aupust, 28 August, 29 August,

11 Septenber, 23 Cctober and 30 October.
Volunteers for these to contact the
Secretary please.

Qur very capable House Secretary is
likely to be moving home very soon and
we shall need somone to take over his
duties, which are concerned in the main
with ensuring that the barge is properly
victualled and stored. He does this,
and orgeanises sociagl functions with the
gid of the House Committee. I shall be
pleased to hear from any member who would
be interested in the House Secretary's
job, or in membership of the House
Committee.

ﬁum




LOCK [T UP

Lveryone remarks on the delightful rural seclusion of our club and we all
enjoy the benefits, but as the leading article in this edition of "31%"
mekes painfully clear, our very remoteness makes us vulnerable to loss or
damage from intruders. There is a public footpath along the beach, and
the woods, although on private land, are used by members of the general
public. We must not forget that cars end trailers - and not necessarily
our cars and trailers - can now be brought right down to the dinghy park.
Have you ever considered just what our vulnerability means in money terms?
Two hundred and fifty sailing dinghies each with a value of several hundred
pounds - - - frightening isn't it?

In fact, the recent incident apart, the record of theft and vandalism has
been remarkably light in recent years but only because we have stressed the
need to keep our facilities secure. Here is a check list:

i Don't leave the car park gate unlocked except on Sundays and on those
other days when we have events scheduled.

2 During the week, lock the back gate to the dinghy park whenever you pass
through it.

3. Lock the dinghy park gates from the outside if you go sailing leaving
the dinghy park unattended; and take your key with you - someone else
may guite proverly lock the dingh - park pates while you are away.

Lo Keep the r:zce box locked unless there is racing planned for that day.

5. If you are leaving a gate open, then lock the padlock on the gate or
chain to vrevent it being removed. le have lost several padlocks through
failing to take this simole precaution,

(3 Finally, when locking the car vpark gate, be sure to pass the hasp of the
radlock through the hole in the vost. Just locking the chain to itself
around the post is no security at all.

In fact some clubs have been less lucky than ours, and we have been asked by

the Medway Yachting Association, on behalf of the Kent Police, to draw the
attention of members to an increasing number of thefts from boats, both on the
water and on the land. The Police would like to hear from anyone who has been
offered-any of the fullowing items at "bargain" prices; they have all been stolen
from member clubs of the Medway Yachting Association:

Honda 800 gererator Henderson Mark IV Bilge pump
Box of tools Black and Decker Electric Drill
5.5 hp Johnson Cutboard Bincculars

motor - cream; Serial Philips portasble television
No. CD 19339308 River charts

The Police have asked to be advised by any member who has property stolen or
damage caused to their boat, or finds another person's boat broken into, and
Club Members are also asked to report any suspicious movements on the river
particularly during the night or late evening.

Hoo is covered by the Police from a local office which comes under the general
umbrella of Rochester Police Station. The number to ring is MEDVAY 41566,

MEDWAY REGATTA

The Medway Regatta from Thursdsy 21st to Sunday 24th July 1977

Dinghy rascing = cruiser racing - social events
Details available in leaflets on the barge or fram the Secrutary.
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TRAINING AGAIN

Talking of sail training, - who wants to learn sbout topsail halyard bends,
bumkins and parrel balls any way?

Perhaps you do, or ought to!

Such terms don't actually improve your sailing skills, but they can and do
ease the process of describing nautical things accurately and prooerly.
Communication in sa ling is, as in all walks of life, essential from teaching
beginners, through to ocean racing. It's 0K to talk of the "big sail", "ropes”
and "pulleys" to start with but the proper terms can soon be learned and
provide much interest in themselves. Have you thought how meany boating terms
originate on land? Trangom (doors), braces (trousers?), cockpit (where it
all happens), goose neck (not much like it nowadays), crutchesk?most people
call them rowlocks), breast hooks (!?)etc.

It's surely not yachting snobbery to usé the correct terms, just good sense.
And surely a little pride will not be disallowed? There seems nothing to
recommend the use of the word "helm" to describe the person rather than the
the thing; even in this age of equality, do we hare to drop the "-man"? ( I
suppose we could always say helmsverscn - Ed.)

So find out what a bumkin is and a parrel zs well, becau e there are small
boats not a mile away from your club which use them, and their owners use the
topsail halyard bend to hold the gaff up. And while you're zbout 1t, how
sbout splicing your own ropes as well - it's not so difficult.

If you need any help, ask the more exnerienced members in thz club, or one

of our RYA qualified insructors (of whom we have four) or senior instructors
(six). Por those who already know it all, why not tale one of the several
instru ctors caurses yourself - for details see the first issue of "31:5"
Members of your club pioneered sail training on the Medray, not only setting
up the Medway Yachting Association Coaching Committee, but following it up
with instructors, and practical courses for begimners. As a direct result
of this early involvement, the Club has recently received RYA recognition

as a training establishment. The "Principal" of the esteblishment is Robin
Musters; Ray Blyth has been appointed the Club's training secretary. If
you would like to pass on your knowledge and experience to others, there will
be an instructors course at the club in October. If you are interested, contact
Ray Blyth at 27 Beechy Lees Road, Otford, (Telephone Otford 3251).

Sailing courses seem to be as popular as ever. The course for the elementary
certificate in May was fully subscribed., Those who are more experienced may
be interested in the intermediate and advanced courses to be held in Seotember;
names, sgain, to Ray Blyth., These courses are based on a continuous assessment
of the helmsman's progress, for sailing time is assumed and the course aims to
broaden the experience and to refine the techniques. For those who contemplate
e. more advanced course but are a little apprehensive about what they are letting
thomselves in for, the syllsbus is contasined in the RYA Dayboat Logbook or
RYA booklet Gh4. Briefly, the candidates must have sbout 50 hours exp erience
as a helmsman to enter the intermediate course and something like two years
experience f'or the advanced course.

As the advanced course certificate is the basis for the instructors ard coaching
scheme, quite a high standard is expected. Subjects covered in the intermediate
course include sailing a given course to hest adventage on all points of sailing,
getting a boat out of awkward corners, such as a lee shore (no, not the back

of the dinghy park), heaving to, anchoring, reefing, towing, berds and hitches,
simple meteorology, siuple splices and whinpings, rules of the road, first sid,
tides, elementary use -f compass and of course, boat and sea terms,




The advanced course covers the sane sort of ground as the intermedizte
course but to a more detailed extent and adds knowledge of maintenace
repair, different rigs, racing etc.

It seems to be the case that people on the courses have a lot of fun and make
new friends, - especially the newer members. Even the instructors get a
laugh or two on some occasions: for expamnle when one instructor asked his
pupil to pick up the next buoy downstream and the pupil, mistaking buoy 31
for the small buoy indicated by the instructor, said that he thought it
looked a bit too big to get it in the boat. Well, it was only a Mirror.

And finally, just to prove that the instructors get wet too, here is a picture
of Ray Blyth helping to sort out the knitting, - or more precisely ziving

some perscnal assistance to two of the youngsters engaged in capsize practice
on an elementery course,

e

RACING AND FLEET NEWS
HANDICAP

34 boats, over half the number in the fleet have entered in one or
more of the races in the Spring points series; an encouraging start
to the season. For those of you who have not ventured out yet, dont
be put off by the occasional spot of rain. You are missing some
excellent Spring breezes.

Over all results over the Easter weekend showed Sam Brookes in his
Miracle to have scraped into first place, | point clear of Derek
Cummings in his brand new Laser - who took the prize for the first
single hander; not bad for the first time out. The handicapping
system worked well so that only? point separated the first four boats.

The results to date in the Spring points series show different
leaders with Geoffrey Maskall in his Lark in a strong overall position.
Robin Musters (Laser) is well placed among the single handers.

R.J—




SAILING SECRETARY

Easter was early and cold, but some good sailing
was enjoyed with fresh westerly breezes., 38
dinghies took part in the weekend's racing, The
barge was justb ack on the mcorings in time and
everyone had worked hard on the previous week-
end to heve her ready.

It was a bright =md breezy day for our Mirror
match with Thamesmead sailing club on Saturday
23 April. Our Mirrors distinguished them-
gelves by winning two short races before lunch
in Force 5 to & winds with the odd Force 7
squall thrown in for good measure. Conditions
were mach the same on Sunday 24 Apyil when a
number of hardy souls turned out to race over
short courses in Cockham and Short Reaches.
There was a marked reluctance to reef ard cap-
sizes were frequent. Not so much a matier of
"Did you?" but "How many times?". Some
wegknesses of gear also came to light.

Af'ter an initial hicecup, or should I sgy "bleat"
the starting horn has been adjusted and is now
going full blast. We are indebted to John
House for a splendid hand-operated stand-by

horn and to Roy Court and his Sea Scout troop
for the replacement backmark pole.

There is now hardly eny unallocated space in
the dinghy park and there are walting lists
for spaces for Mirrors end Enterprises. LEvery
time we have a gale, a few dinghies get blown
over; make sure yours is on a wide trolley
or tied dowm. An orenge daymark has bsen
added to the Club buoy used as an upstresm
mark to meke it easier to see and by the time
these notes appear we should have erected the
marker on the Dockysrd end of the starting line.
It is a black and white pole surmounted by an
orange dise. If anyone haz a set of inter-
national code flags (15" x 12" or 21" by 18")
to spare they would be much anpreciated for
dresging the barge overall for our Jubilee
Regatta and for the Medway Regafta.

Things will be hotting up, literally as well

we hope in the months of Mayand June. Mgy

will have seen the first of the raes in the
Commodore's cup series. This popular event

is especially good fun with all classes racing
together. Your best three results count, so
if you missed the first one, (on 22 Yay), that's
no excuse for missing the others, Miracles

and Gradustes will have had their open meeting
on 28th May.

June sterts with the Jubilee Regatta. The Spring
Hotidey weekend is usually the most popular week
end of the season and this year, with an extra
day, we expect to get some reslly fine sailing.
The Novelty rece on the Monday eftermoon will
be a cunning ccombination of nautical orienteering
and treassure hunting, There will be a supper

on the barge in the evening - bockings to the
House Secretary as sdvertised at the club.

Qur first cruise in campany is on 18th June for
anyone who would like to explors the remoter

parts of the estuary. With our larpge and active
fleet of Enterprises, we are expecting a big

turn out for their "BLUE JIB" open meeting on the
follawing day.

Saturday aftern on handicep recing begins at the
end of the month. Midweek evening racing may
have already started by the time these notes eppear.
If you want to join in - ring Clive Brewer on
Maidstone 831330.

We hara entered a team for this year's R.Y.A. .
Dunhill Team Competition, which is a2 naticnal
contest, There are 222 club feams entered, with
17 teams from 12 clubs in the Jouth East area.
Each team consists of 3 boats of any class acsreed
hetween the competing clubs. The [irst round is
beiny salled in May and we have a bye. Cur area
final is at Chipstead sailing club on Saturday

2). September.

Robin Musters

ENTERPRISE

Forty members of the Enterprise and GP classes
went to the Rochester Cruising Club to hear
Donald Forbes of Musto and Hyde tall about sail
setting for different conditions of wind and sea.
The discussion on spreaders was of particular
interest to Enterprise owners. He held us
captivated for an hour and a half and after
refreshment there was a further half hour of
lively questions,

We started the season with a record fleet of
52, already increased to 58. Martin Smith has
bought John Goudie's "Clementine Two" and has
already tasted succes with her, while Clive
Brewer has acgquired "Slim Pickings Too" =
previously sailed by Gerald Stock.

12 boats took vart in the Baster Cup which was
comvincingly won by David and Pat Scott with

two wins and a second. Geoffrey Ball in his new
boat "Trigger" beat Philip Holmes by just one
point to take second place. On 17 April, Derek
and Valerie Laverick found the light airs to their
liking and won both races. John Mitchell, a
convert from GP's, showsd that "Slim Slow Slider"
is not that slow.

T e At P T

Mayday produced a really worthwhile turn-out of
14; let's hope that this sets the tone for the
SE850M. In the morning, Robin Musters set en
anbitious course, which Martin Sedth just failed
to finisk within the time 1imit in spite of a good
lead. e were pleased to welcome three additions ;
to the fleet: the Bradley brothers, Steve (11763) {
and John (13262) and Brian Clamp ("Idunno"). The '
wing freshened for the afterncon race; Derek

Laverick beat Martin Smith into first place, while

Philip Holmes put in another consistent perfcormance
finishing third.

The programme of HLUE JIB open meetings in the

Southern Area sponsored by Harp Lager is on the

Class noticeboard on the Barge., Ours is on 19 June.

‘We had 33 to our first one 1ast year: let's beat

that. The area chempionships are on 2 and 3 July

at Stokes Bay, a tiddl part of the Solent, which

should suit us fine. Don't forget that membership

of the Enterprise Class Association is a requirement

for Blue Jib races. You get cheap insurance, a

yearbook and a very informative quarterly diary

for your money, Finally, a welcome to new members
Michael Adkins (19005), Allen Beaver (13946) and

Edward Chantry (374). We hove they'll be racing soon.

M

Bl




GP FOURTEEN

Firstly, I would like to take this oppor tunity
to welcome members both old and new to what
promises to be a good seamon's sailing with

an increasing number of GP 14's on the waves
as each weekend goes by.

With thelatest batch of new members we now
have a fleet of 39 boats. This is a few less
than last yesr, though what matters really is
the nurbers who actuelly sail,

Some of the newer members of the Club are
"erew only" members which should help to

get more boats cut. If you are short of a
crew, please see me as soon as possible.

Qne very welcome "old" face smong the regular
sailors is Rey Blyth who was prevented by
business activities from sailing his own boat
last season.

On behalf of past and present menbers of the
fleet I would like to say a special "Thank
you" to last year's class captain Derek
Cummings and to add to it my personal thanks
for &ll the assistance he has given me. I
hope that, temnorary infatuations with a
Laser permitting, he and Gill will be back in
action with "Dede" durine this season.

Mike Doherty ("BIN") is acting as fleet vice
captain this season. Any problems or suggestions
(not rude ones), please contact Mike or me.

It is anparent that some people who are new to
sailing are a bit nervous about joining in the
raéing and to gain experience go off on their
own away from the fleet, In my opinion, the
best way to improve your sailing is to "sign on"
for the races and to follow the other boats round
the course, -~ but keeping out of their way if
you are not making a bid for the honours. At
least in that wsy the rescue boat will be keeping
an eye on yoi, and sanecne will come to find you
if for any reason you have difficulty in getting
back., I am sure that you will soon find that
you want to teke part for serious. The class
can only benefit from your active support, and
if you do mnot cleim to be the best of sailors,

- well, practice mekes perfect (so people keep
telling me).

There sre some Saturday cruises plemned on the
programme for this year. They shoiuld be interesting
and an especially good opportunity f'or the non-
racing seailors anong us,

The Fleet will be well represented at this year's
Natisnel Chempionships at Trocn by Mike Doherty and
Leslie Molyneax in "BIN" snd Steve James and Ken
Flowerdey in "KUMALI". Derek and Gill Cummings
are going to give support. Good Luck to them all.

Richard Jordan

MIRROR

The weather wes true to form for Thamesmead's
visit to the club on Saturdsy 23 April. Like
last year, the day brought a good force six
with rain squalls and the promise of hairy
conditions when the tide turned to the flood
sgainst the Westerly wind blowing straight down
Cockham Reach. Four Thamesmead boats trailed
down and half a dozen of ocur owm Mirrors turned
out. Charles Clement and his brother had their
first swim before the start, but went on to
finish second. WSC boats finished 1, 2 and 3
followed by the four Thamesmead boats.

If anything it was now blowing harder and a two
lap course was set using buoy 31 and the Thumb
buoy. Molly and Rey Fryatt discovered what

the thumb buoy looked like from undernesth;
those that stayed upright were sailing virtually
blind through the squalls and the Themesmead
boats found that fashionable inboard sheeting
can come away in your hend, WSC finished 1 and
2 with two retirements; Thamesmead 3, 4 and 5
with one rdiremsnt, WSC winning on aggregate
points two of the three planned reces retained
the shield. An informel race in the af'terncon
wes a catalogus of disasters, but the Themesmead
team promised to come back for our Mirror open
in July. OCur swpecial tharnks to those who were
on duty.

Despite some defections to trapeze work, eight
Virrors turned out for the class junior (under 18)
rece on Sunday 1 Msy. Most boats had some
difficulty in getting anywhere near the start
line in almost windless conditions; however
Mark Bew found a helpful eddy close to the barge
and worked out saomething of a lead in the drift
down to 31 only to lose it to Charles Clement
in "MOJAC" and David McKay in "HOT DOG" when a

little air picked up first in mid channel. Af ter
the thumb bucy, Arthur Leigh in "ME4ASLES"

joined the three leaders and some close tacking
ensued with just enough breeze to keep the boals
moving steadily but while the first three worked
down the centre of the charmel, "MEASLES" stood
well over towards the island and rounded bucy 30
in the lead. Clare Fryatt in "FIREBIRD" had slso
gone out to the side of the course, but towards
the dockyard shore and made up a lot of ground

in deing so, passing "TAVI TCO" and "FOT DOG".

The need to ease sheets to get across the chamel
ahead of a Russian freighter put Mark Bew ("TAVI
TCO") somevhat below the line at buoy 29, meeting
the leading boats as they came away f rom the mark.
A port and starboard incident resulted and he was
able to round the buoy while "MOJAC" completed
his 720 degree turns,

On the run back, with "MEASLES" and "FIREEIRD"
well shead, and "MOJAC" covering them, "TAVI TCO"
reached straight across to the dockyard shore

to escape the ebb. "FIREBIBD" covered; both
boats overtook "MEASLES" and the finishing order
was "FIREBIRD", "' AVI TCC", "WCTJAC" and M BASLES".
"HCT DOGY was fifth, followed by FPaul Bew in
UPTNA BELL", Richerd Jorden jr. end Richard Fryatt
in "PCINTLESS"and Hugh Mcleod in 43042, sailing
his first race ever.

Prizes will be vresented to the first three boats
to finish at the Jubilees Regatta.

Christopher Stevens




Buy direct from the experts. As leading wet suit
suppliers in the country, we do have something

to boast about.

Like better quality suits that cost less. Better kits,
easiar to assemble, they cost less too.

We have more sizes, more styles, quicker delivery,
a more efficient and reliable mail order service,
Can we really be that much better?

We can and we are.

Send for a brochure and see for yourself

WET
SUIT
HITS

AQUAQUIPMENT

69 HATFIELD ROAD. St. ALBANS, HERTS. St.Albans 50662

| Please send me & copy of vOur currant brochtere to:-
'NAME

|ADDRESS.

]

AQUAQUTPMENT offer the following terms
to club members:

5% disccunt off single orders and

10% discount for orders over £100.

Members considering large orders are asked

to let the Club Secretary know so that we

cen meke up joint orders for £100 worth of

goods wherever possible,

gransden
marine

10 High Street
Chatham, Kent
Tel: Medway 42128

YACHTING SUPFLIES AND CLOTHING
EXTENSIVE RANGE OF DINGHY CHANDLERY
JCHNSCON AND SEAGULL OUTBOARD MOTORS

CHARTS

Open Monday - Saturday 8.30 - 5,30
(Closed Wednesdays)

BAKER MARINE I
(Medway) LTD

._i

Chandlery for sailing dinghies -

ski boats - ecruisers

Outboard motor sales - repairs

spares

Sailmakers

~0=0~0~0~0-

378 High Street Rochester Kent
Telephone Medway 43227

9 = 5,30 Monday to Saturday
(Early closing Wednesday 1 pm.)

also open during the summer from 10 am
to 12 noon on Sundays. 10% discount to
members of local clubs - please mention }112

SMALL ADS

FOR SALE £320 ENTERPRISE 9632, wood;
racing and cruising sails, certificate,
and trolley. WANTED Cover and
lauwnching trolley for Mirror

Michael Critchley: Crayford 525100

WANTED Road trailer for Enterprise
preferably with launching trolley on top
- but not essential,

Dennis Hall: 01 462 1747

6 Westland Drive Hayes,

FOR SALE GP14 10499 "Flying Seaman"
owned by Barry Carmn - but detsails from
the Secretary.

FOR SAIE SEAGULL 40 plus outboard
standard sheaf't, scarcely used £70
Borough Green 882075

FOR SAIE  Trolley wheels 12" diameter
solkd rubber for 1" diameter axle £2
TIan Wyatt: Farrborough (Kent) 59236

FOR SALE Quadrant lifejacket with zip
front for child 6 - 10 stone. Good
condition,. £5 or near offer.

Tim Bolton: Meopham 813029

LOST Red Musto and fiyde one piece
sailing overall - nrobably 'Medium' size
possibly taken by mistake.

Peter Bolton: Meovham 813029

FOR SAIE: Vet suit for boy or girl

26" chest, height L'7" - L'11" £7 ono
Wet suit top, new, made from a kit but
unused; 32" chest L'14 - 5'3": £12 ono

Rter Bolbon - Meapham 2130124,




